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MCEA HONORS THE MCKNIGHT FOUNDATION AT LEGALLY GREEN

On October 24, 2013, donors, friends, and colleagues gathered 
at Macalester College and raised more than $80,000 for 
MCEA’s ongoing efforts. Friends, old and new, gathered during 
the social hour, followed by dinner, awards presentation, auction 
and keynote address. 

MCEA was pleased to honor the McKnight Foundation with  
the Environmental Hero Award, which recognizes individuals or 
foundations for their longstanding philanthropic investment in 
environmental protection. Kate Wolford, President, highlighted the 
Foundation’s history of protecting Minnesota’s environment and 
MCEA’s leadership in water quality and land use transportation 
initiatives. Through grantmaking, collaboration, and encourage-
ment of strategic policy reform, the foundation uses its resources 
to attend, unite, and empower those they serve.

Also honored were Minnesota State Senator John Hoffman and 
Representative John Persell for their tireless effort in authorship 
and passage of the Clean Water Accountability Act, which was  
a top priority for MCEA in 2013.

Dr. Dan Engstrom, Director of the St. Croix Watershed Research 
Station, presented “A Sedimental Journey: The Past and Future 
of the Upper Mississippi River.” Dr.  Engstrom’s work deals with 
water quality consequences of human land use change.

Attendees also enjoyed a special appearance by John Anfinson, 
Acting Superintendent with the National Park Service, who 
talked about his work in protecting the Upper Mississippi River 
from the spread of Asian carp. 

Many thanks to all who made the event a success!

MCEA’s Board of Directors guides the organization’s strategic direction and is made up of some of Minnesota’s 
leading lawyers, policymakers, scientists and business professionals. 
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Statement of Financial Position Year ended June 30, 2013 

Total Assets	 $	 2,435,114

Liabilities and Net Assets
	 Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses	 $	 78,996
	 Unrestricted Net Assets		  1,127,902
	 Temporarily and Permanently Restricted Net Assets		  1,228,216  
Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $	 2,435,114

Statement of Activities
Support
	 Individuals	 $	 523,650
	 All Others		  1,551,987
Total Support	 $	 2,075,637	  
Total Expenses	 $	 1,435,498
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $	 640,139

is year’s Annual Report focuses on one 
of the most serious environmental 
issues currently facing Minnesota—the 
proposed copper-nickel or “sulfide” 

mines in northeastern Minnesota. The DNR has 
announced that a new supplemental draft environ-
mental impact statement (SDEIS) for the PolyMet 
project—the first project out of the blocks—will be 
released for public consideration on November 22, 
and MCEA expects to spend a good bit of the holi-
days preparing formal comments.

The copper mine projects are an enormous challenge 
for MCEA, but they are also a good illustration of how 
MCEA operates. MCEA’s approach to these cases, 
and all its cases, begins and ends with the science—
what is the environmental threat? Are there available 
remedies? MCEA goes as deep as it can, often 
retaining outside consulting experts to help analyze 

the technical issues. Then, MCEA evaluates the legal 
tools available under federal, state, and local law, 
including litigation options. MCEA only resorts to the 
courts when it has to, but history tells us that serious 
preparation for litigation is often the only way to 
persuade government and private decision-makers to 
change course.

MCEA collaborates closely with partner organizations 
on projects like these, especially the groups that 
concentrate more on public communications and 
voter campaigns. Minnesota is blessed with a number 
of environmental organizations that operate at the 
grassroots level, but MCEA remains the only one  
with the legal and scientific expertise on staff to fully 

engage all three branches of govern-
ment on behalf of the environment.

Legal and scientific integrity, a focus on 
results, collaboration, and an underlying 
commitment to justice are core values 
for MCEA. That’s why we are both proud 

to work with this organization, and why we believe 
MCEA deserves your continuing financial support.

If you have questions about the mining projects or 
any of the other issues in which MCEA is involved, 
please give us a call. Check the website, mncenter.
org, for updates.

MCEA’s approach to these cases, and all our 

cases, begins and ends with the science—

what is the environmental threat? Are there 

available remedies?  
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voter campaigns. Minnesota is blessed with a number 
of environmental organizations that operate at the 
grassroots level, but MCEA remains the only one  
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engage all three branches of govern-
ment on behalf of the environment.
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any of the other issues in which MCEA is involved, 
please give us a call. Check the website, mncenter.
org, for updates.

MCEA’s approach to these cases, and all our 

cases, begins and ends with the science—

what is the environmental threat? Are there 

available remedies?  
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DONors MCEA’s mission is  made possible by our donors. We thank them for supporting our vital work and recognize individuals and 
foundations whose contributions from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 totaled $250 or more, as well as Legacy Circle members. We apologize for 
anyone we might have inadvertently missed.  
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Dr. Steven Jay
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Kurt & Karen Kreienbrink
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Diana S. McKeown
Michael Meyer
Cheryl Miller
Ran & Beth Miner
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Darby & Geri Nelson

Bonnie Nelson
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Bob Nesheim 
Lance Ness
Katherine D. & Stuart A. Nielsen
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David Pitt
Steve Polasky
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Curtis Sloan & Helen Duritsa 
Conrad & Ann Smith
Hollis & Karl Stauber
Lauren Steinhaeuser
Anne Stewart Uehling
Robert Striker and Patrice Tetta Family 

Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Sara Thurin Rollin
G. David & Catherine Tilman
Andrew Van Houten

Kim & Anthony Wicke
Jeanne, Jeff, & Edmund Zlonis

white pine  
legacy circle

Peter Bachman & Janet Rice 
Jon & Metta Belisle
C. Robert Binger  
Mary E. Horak Binger 
Robert Birnstengel
Chuck Dayton 
Bob Dunn
Paul Egeland 
Dick & Carol Flint 
Lee Lewis & Steve Bubul
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The staff of MCEA carries the day-to-day load of keeping Minnesota green and protecting the state’s environment.
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Program Director
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Joan Johnson
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MCEA also thanks the following 
staff who served the organization 
during the year: 
Emily Deering 
Christine Lee
Henry Van Offelen

MCEA HONORS THE MCKNIGHT FOUNDATION AT LEGALLY GREEN

On October 24, 2013, donors, friends, and colleagues gathered 
at Macalester College and raised more than $80,000 for 
MCEA’s ongoing efforts. Friends, old and new, gathered during 
the social hour, followed by dinner, awards presentation, auction 
and keynote address. 

MCEA was pleased to honor the McKnight Foundation with  
the Environmental Hero Award, which recognizes individuals or 
foundations for their longstanding philanthropic investment in 
environmental protection. Kate Wolford, President, highlighted the 
Foundation’s history of protecting Minnesota’s environment and 
MCEA’s leadership in water quality and land use transportation 
initiatives. Through grantmaking, collaboration, and encourage-
ment of strategic policy reform, the foundation uses its resources 
to attend, unite, and empower those they serve.

Also honored were Minnesota State Senator John Hoffman and 
Representative John Persell for their tireless effort in authorship 
and passage of the Clean Water Accountability Act, which was  
a top priority for MCEA in 2013.

Dr. Dan Engstrom, Director of the St. Croix Watershed Research 
Station, presented “A Sedimental Journey: The Past and Future 
of the Upper Mississippi River.” Dr.  Engstrom’s work deals with 
water quality consequences of human land use change.

Attendees also enjoyed a special appearance by John Anfinson, 
Acting Superintendent with the National Park Service, who 
talked about his work in protecting the Upper Mississippi River 
from the spread of Asian carp. 

Many thanks to all who made the event a success!

MCEA’s Board of Directors guides the organization’s strategic direction and is made up of some of Minnesota’s 
leading lawyers, policymakers, scientists and business professionals. 
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Chair 
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Principal, Hust Law Firm, PLLC
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Inc. 
Alexandra Klass
Professor of Law, University of 
Minnesota Law School
Mehmet K. Konar-
Steenberg
Associate Dean for Faculty and 
Briggs & Morgan/Xcel Energy Chair 
in Energy and the Environment, 
William Mitchell College of Law

Fred Morris	
Senior Counsel, Leonard, Street & 
Deinard
Steve Piragis 		
President, Piragis Northwoods 
Company
Irene M. Qualters
Program Director, National Science 
Foundation
Peter Reich	
Regents Professor, Department of 
Forest Resources, University of 
Minnesota
Mathias W. Samuel	
Principal, Fish & Richardson, P.C.
Jaclyn D. Schroeder 
Chief Development Officer, Living 
Well Disability Services

Don Shelby	
Journalist  
Andrew Steiner
Vice President of Marketing and 
Customer Operations, AmeriPride 
Services
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Director, Advisory Services, Grant 
Thornton LLP
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Portfolio Manager, Thrivent Asset 
Management Inc.

MCEA thanks the following board 
members who also served during 
the year:
Peter Bachman 
Doug Kelley
Michael Kleber-Diggs
Nancy Speer	

Sources of Support

Program Expenses

Operating Expenses

$

Workplace Giving 2% 
Special Event Revenue 5%
Earned Income 17%
Foundation Support 49%
Individuals 27%

2013 Sources 
of Support

Sources of Support

Program
 Expenses

O
perating Expenses

$

Program Expenses 82%
Management and 
Administration 10%
Fundraising 8%

2013 Outgoing 
Expenses

Statement of Financial Position Year ended June 30, 2013 

Total Assets	 $	 2,435,114

Liabilities and Net Assets
	 Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses	 $	 78,996
	 Unrestricted Net Assets		  1,127,902
	 Temporarily and Permanently Restricted Net Assets		  1,228,216  
Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $	 2,435,114

Statement of Activities
Support
	 Individuals	 $	 523,650
	 All Others		  1,551,987
Total Support	 $	 2,075,637	  
Total Expenses	 $	 1,435,498
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $	 640,139

is year’s Annual Report focuses on one 
of the most serious environmental 
issues currently facing Minnesota—the 
proposed copper-nickel or “sulfide” 

mines in northeastern Minnesota. The DNR has 
announced that a new supplemental draft environ-
mental impact statement (SDEIS) for the PolyMet 
project—the first project out of the blocks—will be 
released for public consideration on November 22, 
and MCEA expects to spend a good bit of the holi-
days preparing formal comments.

The copper mine projects are an enormous challenge 
for MCEA, but they are also a good illustration of how 
MCEA operates. MCEA’s approach to these cases, 
and all its cases, begins and ends with the science—
what is the environmental threat? Are there available 
remedies? MCEA goes as deep as it can, often 
retaining outside consulting experts to help analyze 

the technical issues. Then, MCEA evaluates the legal 
tools available under federal, state, and local law, 
including litigation options. MCEA only resorts to the 
courts when it has to, but history tells us that serious 
preparation for litigation is often the only way to 
persuade government and private decision-makers to 
change course.

MCEA collaborates closely with partner organizations 
on projects like these, especially the groups that 
concentrate more on public communications and 
voter campaigns. Minnesota is blessed with a number 
of environmental organizations that operate at the 
grassroots level, but MCEA remains the only one  
with the legal and scientific expertise on staff to fully 

engage all three branches of govern-
ment on behalf of the environment.

Legal and scientific integrity, a focus on 
results, collaboration, and an underlying 
commitment to justice are core values 
for MCEA. That’s why we are both proud 

to work with this organization, and why we believe 
MCEA deserves your continuing financial support.

If you have questions about the mining projects or 
any of the other issues in which MCEA is involved, 
please give us a call. Check the website, mncenter.
org, for updates.

MCEA’s approach to these cases, and all our 

cases, begins and ends with the science—

what is the environmental threat? Are there 

available remedies?  
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IN THE SULFIDE MINING DEBATE

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
2013 Annual Report

Bringing issues  
to light 

Our Mining Truth campaign* 
debuted statewide in spring 
2012. Through billboards, 
ads and social media, we 
took the issues to the 
people, educating them in 
the process. Polls taken in 
September show that the 
more people know about 
the risks and rewards of 
sulfide mining, the less likely 
they are to support it—at 
least without ensuring that 
Minnesota’s environmental 
standards are upheld.

Assessing  
risks 

MCEA researchers, hydrolo-
gists and other scientists 
have worked tirelessly to 
understand the risks of 
sulfide mining in Minnesota, 
which is a far different 
ecosystem from that of other 
states where sulfide mining 
has been done. Much 
remains to be understood 
about how risks can be 
managed here where the 
hydrology is complex and our 
state’s trademark resources—
the BWCA and Lake Superior 
—lie downstream from 
proposed mining sites.

Insisting on  
accountability 

Mining companies’ assess-
ment of risk and plans for 
containing pollution have 
fallen far short of the mark— 
so much so that the initial 
environmental impact 
statement for the PolyMet 
project was rejected out of 
hand by the EPA. MCEA 
continues to advocate for 
honest assessments and 
the guarantee of adequate 
financial assurance. Without 
such pressure, Minnesota 
waters may sustain irrevers-
ible damages, with Minnesota 
taxpayers picking up the tab.

Keeping Minnesota 
waters safe 

No sulfide mining operation 
anywhere has avoided 
polluting nearby waters. 
Some are now Superfund 
sites. In many cases, local 
governments and residents 
have been left with the 
expense as well as hazard-
ous wastewater and a 
ravaged landscape. If things 
are to go differently in 
Minnesota, it will take all of 
us—citizens, government 
and environmental groups—
working together. 

Powerful interests are intent on establishing sulfide mining 

in northern Minnesota, positioning us as the epicenter of 

valuable resources–copper and nickel among them—for  

the high-tech industry.    What they’re not talking about is 

the penalty of irreversible damage to our pristine waters.   

   Or the fact that sulfide mining is very different from iron 

mining, and will require hundreds of years of treatment of 

polluted water after the mine is closed.     Or that mining 

companies have a ‘perfect’ record of polluting nearby 

waters wherever they go. 

At MCEA, we’re not anti-mining.    But we are pro-truth, pro-

transparency and pro-accountability—and Minnesotans have 

made it clear that they are in agreement.    Our work in 2013, 

and going forward, involves asking the right questions and 

insisting on answers that take all appropriate science and 

research into account. 

* Mining Truth is a joint effort with Conservation Minnesota and Friends of the Boundary Waters. For a full discussion of the issues, visit miningtruth.org
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MCEA measures its success not just by our accomplishments, 

but by the meaningful differences we make in every issue in 

which we’re engaged. Highlights from this past year include:  

Water Quality

MCEA’s audit of water 
quality restoration grants 
improved Minnesota’s grant 
process and outcomes. Our 
formal comments improved 
dozens of permits and water 
cleanup plans, while our EPA 
engagement efforts will boost 
water protections statewide.

• �The MCEA-led effort petitioning 
the U.S. EPA to require numeric 
standards for phosphorus and 
nitrogen pollution flowing to the 
Gulf of Mexico led to a victory  
in federal court ordering EPA  
to determine whether the 
standards are necessary. Not 
allowing the EPA to duck this 
decision will protect recreational 
waters, aquatic life, and prevent 
toxic algae blooms.

• �The water quality program’s 
long-term focus on establishing 
and funding a comprehensive 
water quality monitoring 
program for Minnesota’s 
92,000 miles of streams and 
rivers and our 11,000+ lakes 
has paid off, with dramatic 
increases in the rate of water 
quality measurement.

• �The Alexandria wastewater 
plant’s discharge of phosphorus 
into the severely impaired Lake 
Winona will be slashed, thanks 
to successful settlement of 
MCEA’s lawsuit forcing the 
MPCA to issue a revised, 
overdue permit.  

• �MCEA’s preparation of detailed 
county watershed atlases 
mapping violations of shoreland 
law that prohibits row cropping 
within 50 feet of a lake, river or 
stream has resulted in hundreds 
of violations corrected.

Land use and 
transportation

Over the past year, MCEA 
worked in partnership with its 
allies to make gains in several 
transit projects.

• �MCEA and others defended 
existing funding levels for the 
region’s transit system and 
sought additional funding to 
build out a transitway network, 
substantially expanding bus 
operations.

• �MCEA advocated for policies 
and programs to fund transit-
oriented development and to 
adapt existing land use regula-
tions to transit development 
potential.

• �MCEA pushed for funding for 
programs to enable neighbor-
hoods adjacent to transitways 
to benefit from them, and 
worked with the Metropolitan 
Council and the Environmental 
Quality Board to set a policy 
platform dealing with the 
economic and environmental 
effects of climate change. 

Energy

The energy program seeks 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by preventing the 
construction of new coal plants, 
encouraging the retirement of 
existing plants and advocating 
for their replacement with 
clean energy. 

• �MCEA persuaded the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission that 
it is not in Minnesota Power 
customers’ interest to continue 
operation of the Laskin and Tac 
Harbor 3 coal plants beyond 
2016. Minnesota Power has 
agreed to stop burning coal at 
these plants.

•� �MCEA successfully advocated 
for Xcel to study retiring Sherco, 
Minnesota’s  largest, most 
polluting coal plant. The study 
will be the basis for Xcel’s 2014 
resource plan.

• �MCEA advocated for the 
expansion of solar electricity 
investment by reducing 
regulatory barriers and estab-
lishing appropriate incentives.

Natural 
Resources

MCEA seeks to protect and 
enhance the many natural 
treasures Minnesotans enjoy 
and cherish by advocating for 
policies and practices that will 
sustain lakes, rivers, forests 
and streams, as well as the 
communities that depend  
upon them.

• �MCEA worked to support 
effective efforts to protect 
Minnesota waters from Asian 
carp, including establishing the 
stopcarp.org website. MCEA 
led development of a comment 
letter to the EPA and MPCA  
on the EPA’s general permit  
for regulating ballast water 
discharge into Minnesota 
waters. 

• �MCEA worked to defend 
against proposed changes to 
the Wetlands Conservation Act  
and influence what ultimately 
became the Governor’s 
Executive order on this issue. 

Minnesota Center for  
Environmental Advocacy 

Since 1974, the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy has been 
protecting our water, air, land and people. MCEA works with government 
agencies, the legislature, and the courts to set sound environmental policy,  
to ensure good laws are enacted, and to enforce the law when needed.  

Real environmental issues are complex and real environmental progress takes 
time. MCEA is in it for the long haul. Our policy and legal experts use the facts 
to drive change and to ensure positive outcomes. MCEA is committed to 
working across all sectors—private and public, profit and nonprofit, political 
and academic—to form the partnerships needed to succeed. MCEA is equally 
committed to watching over the process to make sure what needs to be done 
is in fact done.

Minnesota’s environment has seen a lot of changes in the 39 years since 
MCEA was founded. Some of the changes have been for better, some for 
worse. MCEA’s goal is to make sure the changes in the next decades are for 
the better.
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the clean water accountability act

On its final day, the Minnesota legislature passed the Clean Water Accountability Act (CWAA),  
a bill MCEA developed with its partners to better target Clean Water Legacy funds for water quality 
cleanup and protection. The CWAA requires:

• �Identification of pollution sources with sufficient specificity to invest in mitigation plans, and requiring each 
plan to set benchmarks and timelines for implementation, with MPCA required to report on progress toward 
water quality goals every two years; and

• �The Board of Water and Soil Resources to create a priority funding plan to address the nonpoint (largely 
agricultural) pollution sources identified, taking into account water quality outcomes, cost-effectiveness, 
landowner financial need, and leverage of non-state funding sources. Dedicated Clean Water Legacy funds 
must be used to implement the priority plan.

The CWAA will correct problems that MCEA has found in the past, such as grants for school rain gardens 
that claimed to reduce a bacteria problem, and cleanup plans that were so vague that public implementation 
investments could not be targeted for maximum water quality benefit.
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