








is year’s Annual Report focuses on one
h of the most serious environmental

T issues currently facing Minnesota—the

proposed copper-nickel or “sulfide”
mines in northeastern Minnesota. The DNR has
announced that a new supplemental draft environ-
mental impact statement (SDEIS) for the PolyMet
project—the first project out of the blocks —will be
released for public consideration on November 22,
and MCEA expects to spend a good bit of the holi-
days preparing formal comments.

The copper mine projects are an enormous challenge
for MCEA, but they are also a good illustration of how
MCEA operates. MCEA’s approach to these cases,
and all its cases, begins and ends with the science—
what is the environmental threat? Are there available
remedies? MCEA goes as deep as it can, often
retaining outside consulting experts to help analyze

CEA’'S APPROACH TO THESE CASES, AND ALL OUR
ASES, BEGINS AND ENDS WITH THE SCIENCE-
HAT IS THE ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT? ARE THERE

VAILABLE REMEDIES?

the technical issues. Then, MCEA evaluates the legal
tools available under federal, state, and local law,
including litigation options. MCEA only resorts to the
courts when it has to, but history tells us that serious
preparation for litigation is often the only way to
persuade government and private decision-makers to
change course.
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MCEA collaborates closely with partner organizations
on projects like these, especially the groups that
concentrate more on public communications and
voter campaigns. Minnesota is blessed with a number
of environmental organizations that operate at the
grassroots level, but MCEA remains the only one
with the legal and scientific expertise on staff to fully
engage all three branches of govern-

ment on behalf of the environment.

Legal and scientific integrity, a focus on
results, collaboration, and an underlying

commitment to justice are core values

for MCEA. That’s why we are both proud
to work with this organization, and why we believe
MCEA deserves your continuing financial support.

If you have questions about the mining projects or
any of the other issues in which MCEA is involved,
please give us a call. Check the website, mncenter.

org, for updates.

DONORS MCEA's mission is made possible by our donors. We thank them for supporting our vital work and recognize individuals and
foundations whose contributions from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 totaled $250 or more, as well as Legacy Circle members. We apologize for
anyone we might have inadvertently missed.
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MCEA’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS guides the organization's strategic direction and is made up of some of Minnesota’s

leading lawyers, policymakers, scientists and business professionals.
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MCEA HONORS THE MCKNIGHT FOUNDATION AT LEGALLY GREEN

On October 24, 2013, donors, friends, and colleagues gathered
at Macalester College and raised more than $80,000 for
MCEA's ongoing efforts. Friends, old and new, gathered during
the social hour, followed by dinner, awards presentation, auction
and keynote address.

MCEA was pleased to honor the McKnight Foundation with

the Environmental Hero Award, which recognizes individuals or
foundations for their longstanding philanthropic investment in
environmental protection. Kate Wolford, President, highlighted the
Foundation’s history of protecting Minnesota's environment and
MCEA's leadership in water quality and land use transportation
initiatives. Through grantmaking, collaboration, and encourage-
ment of strategic policy reform, the foundation uses its resources
to attend, unite, and empower those they serve.

Also honored were Minnesota State Senator John Hoffman and
Representative John Persell for their tireless effort in authorship
and passage of the Clean Water Accountability Act, which was
a top priority for MCEA in 2013.

Dr. Dan Engstrom, Director of the St. Croix Watershed Research
Station, presented “A Sedimental Journey: The Past and Future
of the Upper Mississippi River” Dr. Engstrom’s work deals with
water quality consequences of human land use change.

Attendees also enjoyed a special appearance by John Anfinson,
Acting Superintendent with the National Park Service, who
talked about his work in protecting the Upper Mississippi River
from the spread of Asian carp.

Many thanks to all who made the event a success!

1 Keynote speaker Dr. Dan Engstrom. 2 Mary Binger, MCEA Board Chair
Merritt Clapp-Smith, Ann Reich, and Sheryl Bolstad. 3 Kate Wolford, President of

The McKnight Foundation, accepts award from Kris Sigford and Jim Erkel of MCEA
4 Betsy Hawn, MCEA Board Member Andrew Steiner, and Cassidy Steiner

THE STAFF OF MCEA carries the day-to-day load of keeping Minnesota green and protecting the state's environment.
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Since 1974, the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy has been
protecting our water, air, land and people. MCEA works with government
agencies, the legislature, and the courts to set sound environmental policy,
to ensure good laws are enacted, and to enforce the law when needed.

Real environmental issues are complex and real environmental progress takes
time. MCEA is in it for the long haul. Our policy and legal experts use the facts
to drive change and to ensure positive outcomes. MCEA is committed to
working across all sectors—private and public, profit and nonprofit, political
and academic—to form the partnerships needed to succeed. MCEA is equally
committed to watching over the process to make sure what needs to be done
is in fact done.

Minnesota's environment has seen a lot of changes in the 39 years since
MCEA was founded. Some of the changes have been for better, some for
worse. MCEA's goal is to make sure the changes in the next decades are for
the better.



